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By 
THE HON. E. K. HOAR, M.L.A. 
The Minister lor Lands and Agriculture. 
Minister for Lands 
and Agriculture 
AS a newcomer to v,hat is un-doubtedly one of this State's 
most important Ministerial posts, 
I take up my duties with a keen 
realisation of the outstanding role 
which agriculture has played in 
the past and must play in the 
future of Western Australia. It 
is a realisation that is shared by 
my colleagues in the Cabinet and 
one that will have important im-
pacts on Government policy. 
Vast sums of public and private 
capital have been invested in the 
farming industry, and in the 
provision of roads, railways, water 
supplies, housing and all the 
appurtenances of land settlement. 
It will be the Government's aim 
to consolidate primary production 
in a manner designed to safeguard those investments. 
To help and encourage farmers to produce more from their present holding, 
endeavours will be made to reduce the cost to the farmer of all the requisites which 
are equivalent to his "tools of trade". At the same time, sincere efforts will be made 
to reduce the margins of cost loaded on to farmers' produce before it ultimately 
reaches the consumers. 
Strong emphasis will be placed on the need for more intensive cultivation and 
closer settlement. The co-operation of owners of undeveloped, or insufficiently-
developed, land will be sought to this end, particularly in cases where such land 
is situated in safe rainfall areas and is already well served by necessary public and 
other utilities. 
Fully appreciating the importance of an efficient Department of Agriculture, 
not merely in helping and advising the farming community, but in the wider sphere 
of the State's economy, the Government will lend its enthusiastic support to the 
extension of scientific research into farming problems. 
Endeavours will be made to provide more technical advisers in country centres 
and to enlarge the scope of existing research stations, so that the latest technical 
information will be made available to farmers without delay. 
Full consideration will be given to the encouragement of closer settlement of 
suitable coastal areas in the North-West and every opportunity will be taken to 
limit the size of pastoral areas in order to encourage efficient handling and higher 
production. 
While the emphasis will always be on higher production from existing holdings, 
the development of new areas of land will not be neglected. The demand for food 
and fibres by an increasing internal population and by overseas nations is one that 
seems to offer assured markets for everything this State's soils can produce for 
many years to come. 
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ARE YOU ON OUR MAILING LIST? 
6£rriHE Journal of Agriculture of Western Australia" is posted free of 
A charge to bona fide farmers. If you are a farmer and would like to 
receive the Journal, write to the Editor, "Journal of Agriculture," Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Perth, giving your name and address (block letters 
please) together with your location number. 
Non-farmers may receive the Journal (six issues a year at two-monthly 
intervals) on payment of an annual subscription of 5s. 
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